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Shippensburg’s Rationale for
Co-Teaching

* Within Institution/Between Discipline

— Shippensburg University/Early Childhood Education
Program and Special Education Program

e Why?
— Cultural shift in teacher preparation needs
— Increasing demand for dually certified teachers

* How?
— Co-planning/co-programming






So...we got creative! ©




Creative Solutions

Co-Teaching
Student
Teaching &
Seminar




(Harris & Harvey, 2000)



Barriers to
Co-Teaching

(Duchardt, Marlow, Inman, Christensen,
& Reeves, 1999; Harris & Harvey, 2000;
Harris & Harvey, 2000)




Recommendations

(Duchart et al., 1999)



Recommendations cont.

e To increase academic skills

e To develop scholarly attitudes

e Develop multidisciplinary knowledge in upper level courses
e Develop content-specific knowledge

e Expectations
e Procedures
e Teaching strategies

(Jones & Harris, 2012)



Recommendations cont.

To build an effective team

e Decisions should be made by both
instructors

e Approach co-teaching experience as
an opportunity to learn from your
colleagues

e Support and mentor one another

(Jones & Harris, 2012)



Choose

colleague you
trust/have a
rapport

Stages of Co-Teaching

Schedule
regular,
ongoing
planning times

Brainstorm
elements
discussed

previously

V'

Co-teach the
lesson

Evaluate the
lesson

(Adapted from Duchardt et al., 1999)



Future Directions and Considerations

Coherent program vision

Carefully crafted field
experiences

Blending of theory,
disciplinary knowledge, and
subject-specific pedagogical
knowledge and practice

Standards for ensuring quality
teaching

Active pedagogy: Modeling Focus on meeting the needs

and Reflection

of diverse student population

Collaboration as a vehicle for
building professional
community

Brownell, Ross, Colon, & McCallum, 2003
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