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Social interaction and 
cooperative learning are 
paramount in positive 
learning experiences 

                       ~Vygotsky, 1978 
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Overview	
  of	
  Co-­‐Teaching	
  
in	
  Higher	
  Education	
  



Defining	
  Co-­‐Teaching	
  
O “Two or more professionals delivering 

substantive instruction to a diverse, or 
blended group of students in a physical 
space”    Cook & Friend, 2005; p. 5 

O Wenzlaff et al. (2002) adds that co-teaching 
should enhance what cannot be done alone  

 



Co-­‐Teaching	
  Models	
  	
  
  

Strategy  Definition/Application 
One Teach, One Observe One teacher has primary instructional responsibility while the 

other gathers specific observational information to students.  The 
key to this strategy is to focus the observation – where the 
teacher doing the observation is observing specific behaviors. 

One Teach, One Drift  One teacher has primary instructional responsibility while the 
other assists students’ with their work, monitors behaviors, or 
corrects assignments, often lending a voice to students or groups 
who would hesitate to participate. 

Station Teaching  Co-teaching pair divide the instructional content into parts and 
each instructs one of the groups.  Groups then rotate or spend a 
designated amount of time at each station.   

Parallel Teaching  Each teacher instructs half the students.  The two teachers are 
addressing the same instructional material.  The greatest benefit 
to this approach is the reduction of student to teacher ratio. 

Supplemental Teaching  This strategy allows one teacher to work with students at their 
expected grade level, while the other teacher works with those 
students who need the information and/or materials remediated 

Team Teaching  Well planned, team taught lessons, exhibit an invisible flow of 
instruction with no prescribed division of authority.   

Alternative (Differentiated) Teaching Alternative teaching strategies provide two different approaches 
to teaching the same information.   



Benefits	
  of	
  Co-­‐Teaching	
  	
  
O Encourages educators to grow collaboratively 

rather than feeling isolated (Cook & Friend, 2005)  

O Students may receive increased attention 
and receive answers to questions in a timely 
manner  

O Students build meaningful relationships with 
teachers, which increases student success 
(Birrell & Burrough, 2005) 

 



In	
  your	
  professional	
  
opinion	
  and	
  

experience,	
  what	
  are	
  
some	
  benefits	
  to	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

co-­‐teaching	
  in	
  higher	
  
education?	
  	
  	
  



Benefits	
  to	
  Co-­‐Teaching	
  in	
  
Higher	
  Education	
  

O Illustrates effective co-teaching models for 
teacher candidates 

O Improves higher education instructional 
strategies  

O Crow & Smith (2003) found that professors  
O trust diverse opinions  
O valued others knowledge base  
as a result of co-teaching 
 



Benefits	
  to	
  Co-­‐Teaching	
  in	
  
Higher	
  Education	
  

O Encourages teacher candidates to safely take 
risks with their instruction  

                      (Birrell & Burrough, 2005) 

O Illustrates effective special education and 
general education inclusive models 

O Roth & Tobin (2002) found that educators 
cannot truly appreciate co-teaching until 
they participate in the process 



Historically,	
  teacher	
  
educators	
  have	
  not	
  
been	
  co-­‐teaching?	
  

Why	
  do	
  you	
  think	
  we	
  
are	
  not	
  modeling	
  this	
  

approach	
  for	
  out	
  
students?	
  	
  



Issues	
  Related	
  to	
  Co-­‐Teaching	
  
in	
  Higher	
  Education	
  

O Limited research conducting on co-teaching 
in higher education (Literature Review Table)  

O Typically, faculty collaborate on research but 
not on teaching                Ferguson and Wilson, 2009 

O Personality conflicts 
O Co-teaching is challenging (e.g., Students may 

feel confused on which professor to communicate 
with, professors may have different perspectives in 
promoting positive student success) 



Our	
  Model	
  of	
  Co-­‐Teaching	
  
in	
  Higher	
  Education	
  



Collaboration	
  	
  
Project	
  LIFE	
  (University	
  Partnership)	
  Grant	
  	
  

funded	
  by	
  U.S.	
  Department	
  of	
  Education,	
  Office	
  of	
  Special	
  Education	
  Programs	
  	
  



Course	
  Participants	
  	
  	
  
O 14 KU students 
O 14 WSU students 
O 1 KU professor in special education 
O 1 WSU professor in special education 
O 1 graduate teaching assistant from KU 
O 1 technology specialist from KU  



Course	
  Format	
  	
  
O Mondays from 4:30 to 6:30 pm, CST  
O Synchronous Course – online, live; however, 

we hosted two asynchronous classes 
O Course hosted through KU’s  

O Black Board  
O Adobe Connect  

 



BlackBoard	
  	
  









Applying	
  Content	
  Asynchronously:	
  	
  
Discussion	
  Boards	
  



Applying Knowledge Asynchronously:  
Small Group WIKI’s 



Adobe	
  Connect	
  	
  











Applying	
  Knowledge	
  in	
  Real	
  Time:	
  
	
  Breakout	
  Groups	
  



Collaboration	
  &	
  
	
  Teaching	
  Strategies	
  	
  

O Samples of instructional practices uploaded 
to “co-teaching in higher education” website 

O Each professor brought positive additives to 
the course format and students 
O e.g., Mary has taught course for 7 years 

previously 
O e.g., Mandy observing students in field 

experience placements 
O Co-teaching limitations/issues 

 



Collaboration	
  and	
  Teaching	
  
Strategies	
  	
  

Communicating and Building Community  
O Connection to instructors  
O Email and assignment submission policies 
O Virtual office hours  
O Announcements 
O Discussion Boards: Connecting with each 

other  



Communication:	
  Establishing	
  Expectations	
  	
  



Communication:	
  Video	
  Feedback	
  



Student	
  Data	
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Thank you for 
coming!  

Questions/Comments 
 
 

 

Mandy	
  E.	
  Lusk,	
  WSU	
  
https://sites.google.com/site/

mandyelusk/	
  
	
  

Mandy.lusk@wichita.edu	
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